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Meeting Guidelines 

ÅListen first

ÅShare the airtime

ÅAllow speakers to finish

ÅRespect agenda topics and times 

Å This meeting is not being recorded. 



Outline

5

ÅTOP Operations Changes, Feb 14

ÅConcepts for improving ESA compliance

ÅMonitoring Information

ÅCurrent Forecasts and Reclamation Interpretation

ÅTemporary Operating Procedures

ÅSchedule for Input and Action

ÅSupplemental Information



TOP Operations Changes, Feb 14
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ÅFebruary 13 ðNMFS, FWS and Reclamation finalized a coordination plan for Winter/Spring 2023 
Klamath Project Operations. (See https://www.usbr.gov/mp/kbao/ )  

ÅBalance of risks based on real time hydrologic conditions, minimizing some of the short -term 
impacts based on conditions of redds and as hydrology requires it.  

ÅInitial reduction in NMFS BiOp-required minimum flows by 11% started on February 14, additional 
adjustments possible based on monitoring and hydrology

ÅConserved water in UKL will only be used for ESA purposes.

ÅContinued adaptive management with weekly technical input, continued monitoring of changes 
from the initial trim, future increase or decrease depending on impacts to redds and forecasts.  

ÅLonger term ðwork with agency experts and stakeholders to better understand forecasting tools
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Diversion reduction strategies

1. Halt out-of-basin diversions to the Rogue River basin
IN PROGRESS - Data posted to KBAO website, Workshop being scheduled for technical questions

2. Halt diversions from the Keno Impoundment
COMPLETED ²Action taken per TOP to halt diversions at Ady Canal for refuges, gate closed on (02/16/2023@1300)

Supply augmentation strategies

3. Initiate out-of-basin diversions into Klamath River from Lost River
COMPLETED ²Not available as a discretionary action to Reclamation

4. Consider planning for a lower volume pulse/flushing flow from Upper Klamath Lake
COMPLETED ²Plans for pulse flow will be limited to supply available

5. Consider use of Klamath Drainage District drainage supplies
COMPLETED ²Reclamation and USFWS are working with KDD to understand plans for said supplies

Operation modification strategies

5. Borrow or exchange water with KRRC (former PacifiCorp reservoirs)
COMPLETED ²KRRC and States have told Reclamation that supply flexibility is not available this year

6. Reduce Link River Dam outflows to make better use of storm events
COMPLETED ²Reclamation has made all preparations to maximize inflow from any future storms

7. Establish higher end-of-season elevation requirements for Upper Klamath Lake
IN PROGRESS ²Reclamation is evaluating the effect of ESA requirements on 2023 Project supplies

Concepts for Improving ESA Compliance



Monitoring Information
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Precipitation To -Date Compared with Normal
February 15, 2023

https://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/precipForecast.php?cwa=MFR&imgNum=1&mobile=0
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6-Day Precipitation Forecast ²California Nevada River 
Forecast Center

https://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/precipForecast.php?cwa=MFR&imgNum=1&mobile=0
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March/Seasonal Monthly Weather Outlook

11 https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1



NRCS Upper Klamath Basin Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
Water Year 2023 & Last 3 Water Years

12 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/basinCharts/POR/WTEQ/assocHUC6/180102_Klamath.html

2020

2022
2021

Statistical shading breaks at the 10th, 30th, 50th, 70th, and 90th percentiles

2023



NRCS Upper Klamath Basin Snow Water Equivalent (SWE)
Water Year 2023 & Last 3 Water Years

13 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/basinCharts/POR/PREC/assocHUC6/180102_Klamath.html
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Klamath Falls Area - Monthly Precipitation Normals and WY2023 Monthly Precipitation
Median UKL Net Inflow and WY2023-to-date UKL Net Inflow

Feb 16 0.05"/0.59" normal = 8%


